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INFLUENZA. 

PREVALENCE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Reports from State and city health officers throughout the country 
indicate an increase in the number of reported cases of influenza. 
The disease is generally mild, and some reports state that many cases 
are not seen by physicians. 

The following table shows the number of cases of influenza reported 
by State health officers for the week ended January 24, 1920, as 
compared with the reports for the week ended January 17. These 
reports are received by telegraph and are incomplete, but the general 
increase in the number of cases from so many States is significant. 

Influenza cases reported by State health officers. 



State. 


Week ended— 


State. 


Week ended— 


Jan. 17. 


Jan. 24. 


Jan. 17. 


Jan. 24. 






8 

179 

1,244 

1,123 

1,216 

484 

95 

922 

14,805 

1,714 

644 

1,130 




27 
4 

54 
1 
X 

98 
4 

61 


123 




53 

264 

14 


Maine 














45 






154 




126 
10 
27 

270 
3,251 
44 
30 
45 




753 


Florida 




61 




New York (exclusive of New 
York City) 






555 






25 








12 






67 


1,944 











The summary herewith presented of deaths from all causes in 
certain large cities during the week ended January 24 and preceding 
weeks is, as usual, a reproduction of data published by the United 
States Census Bureau in the Weekly Health Index. 

In the summary of deaths from influenza and pneumonia, which 
follows, the data used have likewise been taken from the Weekly 
Health Index except as otherwise noted. In certain instances where 
data given in the Weekly Health Index are incomplete, the figures 
given for deaths from influenza and pneumonia have been compiled 
from reports, made to the Public Health Service by State health 
authorities, or from unofficial reports in the daily press. These 
figures are necessarily subject to correction, but are presumably 
sufficiently accurate for preliminary use. 

As a basis for comparing mortality during the specified weeks with 
what may be considered the normal mortality from these diseases, 
a weekly average for each city has been computed from statistics of 
monthly mortality during the seven-year period, 1911 to 1917, 
inclusive. The number of deaths in the corresponding month of 
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the year during this period having the median number of deaths 
has been used as the base from which a weekly average has been 
computed. While no allowance has been made by this method for 
increases in population since the year taken as the base, it appears 
from such study as has been made of the data that the averages 
given represent a more nearly normal mortality than do averages 
based on mortality during the year 1917. 

A distinct increase in the mortality from influenza and pneumonia 
is noted in Chicago, Kansas City, Milwaukee, New York, San Fran- 
cisco, St. Louis, and Washington, with a less definite but probably 
significant increase in Newark. There can be no doubt that these 
increased mortality rates reflect the epidemic prevalence of influenza 
in these cities. 

Deaths from all causes in certain large cities of the United States during the week ended Jan. 
24, 1920, infant mortality (per cent), annual death rates, and comparison with corre- 
sponding week of preceding years. 





Population 


Week ended Jan. 
24,1920. 


Average 
annual 

death 
rate per 

1,000. 2 


Per cent of deaths 
under 1 year. 


City. 


July 1, 
1918, esti- 
mated. 


Total 

deaths. 


Death 
rate. 1 


Week 

ended 

Jan. 24, 

1920. 


Previous 
year or 
years. 1 


Albany, N. Y 


113,565 
201,732 
! 689, 981 
197,670 
785,241 
473,229 
111,432 
2,596,681 
418,022 
810,308 
225,296 
130,655 


35 
44 

209 
63 

253 

135 

40 

1,170 

146 

146 
65 
48 
86 
33 
36 
96 
90 

197 

161 
60 
31 
55 

136 
76 
38 

137 
43 

138 

1,949 

74 

38 

568 

214 
68 
81 
69 
81 

260 
80 

176 
72 
25 
50 
91 

220 
50 


16.2 
11.4 
16.3 
16.6 
16.8 
14.9 
18.7 
23.5 
18.2 
9.4 
15.0 
19.2 


C 23.2 
C 24.0 
A 21.4 
A 15.5 
A 18.9 
C 16.4 
A 16.9 
A 16.1 
C 19.8 
C 13.3 
C15.7 
O 19.2 


11.4 
15.9 
11.5 
15.9 
19.0 
14.1 
17.5 
11.0 
11.0 
13.7 
12:3 
18.8 
9.3 
21.2 
11.1 
14.6 
16.7 
8.1 
3.7 
5.0 
9.7 
14.5 
11.8 
18.4 
13.2 
13.9 
7.0 
9.4 
14.2 
6.8 
21.1 
12.0 
13.1 
5.9 
8.6 
13.0 
12.3 
6.9 
6.3 
7.4 
9.7 
12.0 
12.0 
13.2 
M 
30.0 


C 2.0 




C 9.7 




A 13.5 




A 11.2 




A 15.1 


Buffalo, N. Y 


C 16.8 




A 15.8 




A 18.2 




10-1 




c 19.3 




C 14.7 




C 16.7 








128,392 

135,450 
290,389 
318,770 
313,785 
568,495 
242,707 
109,081 
154,759 
453,481 
383,442 
119,215 
428,684 
154,865 
382,273 

5,215,879 
214,206 
180,264 

1,761,371 
593,303 


ii.4 
13.9 
17.2 
14.7 
S2.7 
14.8 
12.9 
14.8 
18.5 
15.6 
10.3 
16.6 
16.7 
14.5 
18.8 
19.5 
18.0 
11.0 
16.8 
18.8 


C21.1 
O 12.7 
C 17.6 
C15.5 
C 18.9 
A 15.5 
C 22.8 
A 19.0 

A 13.5 
C 11.3 
C23.2 
16.3 
C 15.5 
A 22.0 
C 17.3 
A 13.3 
C 13.6 
•18.8 
C 19.8 


38.5 
C 15.2 






C 9.2 


JerwyCiiy, N.J, 


C 14.7 




C 9.6 




A 7.5 




13.2 




A 10.2 








A 18.8 




C 12.0 


Nashville. Tenn 


O 3.8 




16.4 
C 13.0 




A H.5 


New York, tf.Y 


C 14.9 


Oakland, Calif 


A 11.1 




O 6.4 


FfiSiuielphia, Pa 


♦ 13.7 
O 15.6 




C 13.5 




263,613 
160,719 

264,856 
779,951 
25.7,699 
478,530 


16.0 
22.4 
15.9 
17.4 
16.2 
19.2 


C 15.4 
C 22.7 
C 15.2 
O 16.8 
C 11.3 
017.4 


C 10.3 




C 15.7 




C 10.4 




C 12.7 


8t. Paul, Minn 


e 12.5 




C 6.0 


Seattle, Wash 


A 16.1 








C26.1 




161,404 
262,234 
401,681 
173,650 


16.2 
18.1 
28.6 
15.0 


C 15.8 
A 16.0 
A 19.8 
C 13.5 


C14.3 




A 12.4 


WashiagtoB, D.C 


A 11.2 




26.7 







' Annual rates per 1,000 estimated population. 

2 "A" indicates data for the corresponding week ol the years 1913 to 1917, inclusive. '\C'.'. iadicatss (lata 
for the corresponding week of the year 1917. 
8 Population estimated as of July 1, 1919. 
• Data are basod on statistics of 1915, 1916 and 1917. 
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Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 

week ended Jan. 24, 1920. 

Policies in force 42,497,058 

Number of death claims 8, 431 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate 10. 3 

Deaths from influenza and pneumonia {all forms) in certain large cities, by weeks, in 
December, 1919, and January, 1920, compared with weekly average in corresponding 
month of the year having the median number of deaths during the period 1911-1917. 





December- 


January- 


City. 


Weekly 
average 

for 

median 

year of 

period 

1911-1917. 


1919: Weekended— 


Weekly 
average 

for 

median 

year of 

period 

1911-1917. 


1920: Week ended— 


6 


13 


20 


27 


3 


10 


17 


24 


Albany, N. Y 


8 

8 

31 

9 

36 

IS 

6 

102 

26 

21 

8 

4 

12 

S 

4 

8 

15 

14 

15 

18 

5 

9 

12 

9 

7 

16 

7 

17 

244 

6 

6 

81 

48 

5 

9 

7 

7 

43 

6 

19 

5 

3 

5 

4 

14 

6 


4 
U3 

21 

18 
9 

15 
1 

67 
7 

21 
5 
1 

11 
2 
3 
8 
5 
9 

13 

11 
4 
9 

10 
5 
9 
9 
6 

11 

137 

6 

4 

57 

38 

13 
2 
3 
8 

27 
7 

10 
5 
3 
4 
3 

13 

11 


5 

•8 

28 

8 

21 

9 

1 

80 

11 

17 

8 

6 

8 

3 

2 

11 

18 

14 

11 

7 

4 

12 

•6 

14 

10 

13 

6 

16 

149 

2 

5 

51 

30 

15 

6 

5 

7 

27 

1 

11 

9 

2 

4 

7 

19 

13 


5 

19 

32 

11 

»0 

8 

4 

92 

15 

23 

7 

5 

10 

5 

4 

12 

13 



16 

4 

2 

8 

21 

11 

7 

9 

8 

11 

162 

3 

6 

69 

31 

19 

10 

1 

5 

33 

8 

11 

7 

5 

2 

8 

23 

6 


6 

•6 

28 

9 

23 

15 

2 

93 

17 

•14 

3 

1 

»0 

3 

2 

13 

19 

12 

6 

10 

5 

8 

15 

10 

4 

9 

6 

20 

175 

5 

12 

43 

36 

15 

11 

2 

4 

35 

7 

15 

7 

2 

6 

3 

14 

6 


4 

9 
41 
10 
« 
18 
5 
155 
14 
21 
8 
6 
9 
7 
4 
14 
16 
9 
14 
10 
7 
10 
15 
17 
7 
20 
12 
21 
266 
6 
7 
89 
42 
7 
13 
10 
11 
37 
7 
19 
5 
3 
6 
6 
17 
9 


6 
»6 
30 
11 
24 
13 

4 
98 
18 

1 
7 
15 
3 
3 
13 
12 
12 
18 
9 
3 
15 
15 
20 
4 
15 
11 
18 
195 
7 
6 
64 
55 
14 
6 

e 

8 

47 

7 

20 

9 



6 

8 

32 

5 


3 

»19 

20 

•13 

28 

10 

8 

107 

15 

A 

7 
1 

18 

14 

13 

16 

10 

5 

12 

25 

12 

6 

17 

6 

27 

218 

4 

4 

55 

47 

113 

12 

2 

13 

67 

4 

14 

12 

4 

9 

9 

22 

10 


2 

11 

35 

19 

28 

7 

7 

153 

12 

25 

9 

7 

18 

10 

14 

■16 

14 

29 

18 

10 

4 

12 

U3 

10 

11 

14 

8 

27 

261 

8 

7 

75 

53 

■8 

13 

9 

7 

41 



26 

4 

3 

8 

8 

27 

9 


3 








24 




14 




45 


Buffalo, N. Y , 


19 




472 






17 




26 




8 




13 




»1 




6 



















96 




11 




9 




2 




11 

45 




>2 




6 




30 




10 




34 


New York, N. Y 


«478 


Oakland, Calif 


»3 




»1 




108 




55 









8 




6 




12 




73 







San Francisco, Calif 


48 


Seattle, Wash 


7 




>0 




10 


Toledo, Ohio 


9 




81 




7 







i Heaths from pneumonia (all forms) only. 

• Figures from telegraphic reports to Public Health Service. 

• Deaths from influenza only; no report of details from pneumonia. 
« Unofficial reports from daily press. 
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Number of cases of influenza and pneumonia (all forms) reported during the 10 days 
ended Jan. 27, 1920, in New York, Detroit, Chicago, and Washington. 

[The figures ate based in most instances on unofficial press reports.] 



City. 


Disease. 


January) 1920. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


23 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 




Influenza 

Pneumonia. .. 


90 


740 
129 
60 
3 
2,514 
297 
172 


462 
230 
199 
20 
2,008 
181 
226 


671 
190 
485 
28 
2,086 
251 
230 


1,332 
406 
728 
44 

2,230 
321 
226 


2,361 

364 

976 

53 

1,808 
307 


2,855 
386 


1,712 
238 


3,663 


Detroit . 


116 








9 
672 












752 


1,750 
327 
183 




1,378 










86 


271 













1 2,055 cases of influenza and 646 cases of pnuemonia were reported during the preceding 7 days. 



WATER-BORNE TYPHOID AND SPRING FRESHETS. 

In no other common communicable disease prevalent in this 
country have sanitarians so frequently achieved such effective con- 
trol as in the case of typhoid fever. When one considers what an 
enormous reduction in the prevalence of typhoid fever has been 
accomplished, especially by many of the citie9 in this country, he 
can not but marvel at the public indifference and neglect with which 
other communities still tolerate potentially dangerous water supplies, 
insanitary disposal of excreta, and other common sources of typhoid 
infection. 

So far as water-borne typhoid infection is concerned, now is the 
time for health officers to be especially alert. Many of the well- 
known extensive water-borne epidemics of typhoid fever have Oc- 
curred during the winter and early spring, being associated in the 
majority of instances with extensive rains and freshets which washed 
infected material .into the water supply. "Thus, " to quote Rosenau, 
"we have the water-borne epidemic in Plymouth, Pa., in 1885, 
which began with the spring thaw and was doubtless caused by the 
frozen accumulation of typhoid excrement from a single case. Very 
similar to the Plymouth outbreak was that at New HaVen, Conn., 
in 1901. Several similar epidemics occurred in the winter time in 
Chicago, one in January, 1890, another in January, 1896, and one 
in March, 1891. Another striking instance is the epidemic in New- 
ark, N. J., in February, 1899, and one in December, 1891." In 
New York City an extensive outbreak of water-borne typhoid fever 
occurred in February and March, 1907. Such examples could be 
multiplied from European and other sources. 

The lesson to be derived from these outbreaks is plain. Poten- 
tially dangerous sources of water supply should be made safe, and 
health authorities should insist that communities provide for safe 
disposal of human excreta. Practically all surface water supplies 
used in an unfiltered condition and not disinfected, should be regarded 



